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COMMENTARY
A history to be proud of, or a proud history
by morris j.haugg
Very soon after arriving here almost 50
years ago, I became aware just how
historically significant this area was.
w During my first winter, I had the opportunity to read historical novels by Will R. Bird ("The Passionate Pilgrim," "Maid of the Marshes") and Thomas H. Radall ("Roger Sud​den").
I found the books absolutely fascinating, but more importantly, I came to realize that the area where I was now living had a unique place in the history of North America.
A few years later I read "His Majesty's Yan​kees," again by Thomas H. Raddall and 'A Cen​tury at Chignecto," a history classic by Will R. Bird.
Bird was a proud son of Cumberland Coun​ty. He was born at Mapleton, grew up and first worked at Southampton, and later lived and worked and wrote in Amherst. In the early 1970s, after he had moved to Halifax to live, I had the pleasure of meeting him on several occasions.
Many will recall an evening in 1972 when the Amherst Chamber of Commerce hon​oured Bird with its "Honourary Citizen" award.
From these books, I learned about Beaubassin and its unique place in the story of Acadia, about Fort Beausejour, about Fort Lawrence, about Fort Gaspereau, about the "Eddy Rebellion" (named after Jonathan Eddy of Fort Lawrence), whose name we read when we drive on Eddy Street or across the Amherst Marsh on the Eddy Road.
I learned about the huge presence of Acadi​an settlers in Minudie and River Hebert and

Pointe-de-Bute and Shepody and at LaPlanche, the first European name for the place where Amherst is now. I learned of the decisive battles in the area which helped to determine the fate and future of this conti​nent
All of this serves as an introduction (albeit a long one) to a brief review of two books I received for Christmas and which I read over the holidays. More specifically to the historical events and places that I mentioned, I recom​mend "The Siege of Fort Beausejour 1755," by Chris M. Hand.
The author is a member of the Canadian Armed Forces. This book, published in 2004, grew out of his 2002 masters thesis in history while at the University of New Brunswick It is part of a series (Volume 3) of the New Brunswick Military Heritage Series.
As the title tells us, the book describes the conquest of the French fort on the Aulac Ridge on the north side of the Missaguash River, which now represents the border between Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.
Not in 1755. At that time, our area was of extreme military strategic importance.
Mr. Hand, clearly and easily understand​able by any non-history expert, explains all the factors leading to the building of Fort Beausejour and the need for its capture.
The book features all the main historical characters (Governor Lawrence, Colonel Mon-ckton, among them) and manages to set forth the military campaign, again in easily under​stood language and concepts.
There is no doubt the conquest of nearby Fort Beausejour symbolized the destruction of Acadia. The mass deportation of Acadians

soon followed the fall of the fort. It deter​mined not only the fate of this region, but soon after the end of New France in North America.
I strongly recommend this book to anyone who wants to know more of the history of this area, in the hope that it will lead to more read​ing on this subject.
I also received and read Laurie Glenn Nor-ris' booklet "Cumberland County, Facts and Folklore."
It was published last year and is available at the Cumberland County Museum and Archives, where the author worked 20 years ago as its curator.
Her booklet makes it quite clear that Ms. Norris is an unabashed and proud fan of her native region. "Cumberland County" is not a long narrative along chronological lines. It is not a history book It contains lots of history, but also lots of interesting facts, sayings and stories.
It features famous and well-known people from and in Cumberland County. It explains words and illustrates with photos.
The reader learns about Leon Trotsky's time in Amherst; how the word "euchred" is used by people around here. There are inter​esting demographics statistics (1,020 more females than males in 2006) and geographic oddities.
At the end of the acknowledgement, Ms. Norris states that the book "does little more than scratch the surface of all the interesting things that could be written about Cumber​land County'
This is far too modest. She did much more than "scratch." She succeeded to dig quite

deeply, in my opinion, and therefore I strongly recommend this book to everyone in and from Cumberland.
In fact, it should be included as mandatory reading as part of course in the public school system.
On the other hand, if Ms. Norris believes there is more to be done, I encourage her to work on a second edition. That would give her the opportunity to correct some errors and omissions.
In the first category, a list of the lobster-fishing ports in Cumberland County should not include Tidnish and it should not omit Northport.
In the category of omissions, nowhere did I find any reference to the Port of Amherst. At one time, the Amherst port stood in only third place for lumber loaded and shipped out, after Halifax and Parrsboro.
Another example of the need for a little more research is the treatment of the commu​nity name of Lorneville. No mention is made of the fact that it was named after the Marquess of Lome, son-in-law of Queen Victoria and, at the time of naming in 1878, Governor General of Canada.
As I said before, I enjoyed the book and rec​ommend it to one and all. Hoping that I have stirred up some interest in our fascinating past.
Let me end with a question — how was it that at one time (including in the year 1755) Nova Scotia and Massachusetts were neigh​bours?
Morris J. Haugg is a member of the Amherst Daily News Community Editorial Panel.
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It's time for a
CHANGE
